THE  WORLD  SOUL
along with. I had hardly any education, and therefore remained ignorant. What I was told was mainly wrong. That again was not my fault. I did my best; I became a soldier. I was sent to a war. I did my duty, and then under sudden stress the body I was put into betrayed me. I was locked up for life, my soul and body still further destroyed and fuined through the vindictiveness and stupidity of mankind ; and therefore I return, my work undone, and my soul worse than it was. It is not my fault." What will the World Soul, made up of all the souls of men who have been and who will be, say ? Whom will it condemn ? The soldier ? Not so.
A man's soul, himself, what he brings from the World Soul, is, besides consciousness, Intention and instinctive knowledge, which is Wisdom. His physical qualities belong, debit and credit, to mankind at large. They are given to him in greater or lesser degree. For physical sins which he is unable to help, and many, if not most sins, criminal and social, are such, he is not personally responsible, for he did not make his body. Mankind is responsible in that it did not care for him and teach him and help him. What he is responsible for are sins of bad intention and wilful ignorance or obscurantism. The latter is the worst, it being the one sin that can never be forgiven, but must be retrieved.
How much understanding have the law-makers ever